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CAN y COULD - Verbos Modales en Inglés  
Visita SELVAingles.com para ver la lección de CAN y COULD. 

Termina las oraciones con la forma apropiada de CAN, COULD, o BE ABLE TO. 

1. Although it contains a lot of difficult words, I ________ read this book now. 

A. can  
B. could 
C. am able 

2. But I ________ read it last year... 

A. can't 
B. couldn't  
C. wasn't able 

3. ...because there were many long words which I ________ to understand. 

A. can't 
B. couldn't 
C. wasn't able  

4. If you need to go to the bathroom, then go now. Once the exam starts you ________ 
to leave the exam room until you finish. 

A. can't 
B. aren't able 
C. aren't allowed  

5. You ________ smoke in school. 

A. can't 
B. aren't allowed to 
C. Both are possible  

6. Speak louder please, I ________ hardly hear you. 

A. can  
B. can't 
C. am not able to 

7. When I was four I could run like the wind, but I ________ swim. 

A. couldn't 
B. wasn't able to 
C. Both are possible  
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8. But one time I fell in the swimming pool, and I ________ reach the steps on my own 

A. could 
B. was able to  
C. Both are possible 

9. ________ you give me a hand? 

A. Can 
B. Could 
C. Both are possible  

10. I'm sorry, I ________ talk to strangers. 

A. can't 
B. am not allowed to 
C. Both CAN’T and AM NOT ALLOWED TO are possible  
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Respuestas y Explicaciones 

1. Although it contains a lot of difficult words, I ________ read this book now. 

can - Presente ("able" requiere el infinitivo con to) 

2. But I ________ read it last year... 

couldn't - Pasado ("allowed" requiere el infinitivo con to) 

3. ... because there were many long words which I ________ to understand. 

wasn't able - "Able" requiere el infinitivo con "to". 

4. If you need to go to the bathroom, then go now. Once the exam starts you ________ 
to leave the exam room until you finish. 

aren't allowed - Aunque "aren't able" es gramáticamente posible, en este 
contexto "aren’t allowed" es más apropiado. 

5. You ________ smoke in school. 

Both CAN’T and AREN’T ALLOWED TO are possible. 

6. Speak louder please, I ________ hardly hear you. 

can - El verbo va en afirmativo: "apenas te puedo oír/apenas te oigo". 

7. When I was four I could run like the wind, but I ________ swim. 

Both COULDN’T and WASN’T ABLE TO are possible - Aunque "couldn't" es 
más apropiado, ambas opciones son correctas. 

8. But one time I fell in the swimming pool, and I ________ reach the steps on my own. 

was able to - Aquí vemos una pequeña diferencia entre "can" y "be able to". En 
el pasado "could" hace referencia a una capacidad general (podía/sabía nadar) 
pero "was able to" hace referencia a una capacidad específica en un momento 
determinado (pude salir de la piscina). 

9. ________ you give me a hand? 

Both are possible 

10. I'm sorry, I ________ talk to strangers. 

Both are possible 
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Espero que hayas disfrutado este ejercicio gratuito de SELVA inglés. Estamos aquí 
para ayudarte aprender inglés. Te enseñaremos más que el idioma: te enseñaremos 
CÓMO aprenderlo. Esa es la diferencia.  

Para aprovechar al máximo lo que te ofrezco, te invito participar en nuestra comunidad 
online de estudiantes y maestros de inglés. 

• www.SELVAingles.com –Baja tu copia del PDF “Los Errores Más Comunes de 
Hispanohablantes en Inglés”. 

• www.Twitter.com/SELVAingles - Recibe la PDF de todas las conjugaciones de 
los tiempos verbales en inglés. Mándanos un tweet con el código 
#conjugaciones y te mandaremos el PDF!  

• www.Facebook.com/SELVAingles - Hazte fan para ver tres videos de la serie de 
“Verbos Modales en Inglés Revelados” gratis en Facebook.  

• www.YouTube.com/SELVAingles - Ve todos los videos de SELVA inglés y 
siempre recibe noticias de nuevas lecciones. 

A tú éxito sin límites,  

Jessica Ojeda – fundadora 
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